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Preface

This book is written for people who wish to have fun while learning how to read and
write hiragana characters. It has many illustrations, but don’t think that it is just for
children—I have included many phrases that are widely used in everyday adult life
so that the reader can learn not only hiragana but also some useful things to use in

conversational Japanese as well.

The Japanese language consists of three different writing systems: hiragana, katakana,
and kanji. Hiragana is learned first in school, followed by katakana and then kanji.
Difficult kanji characters often have their pronunciations written directly above them
to assist readers, a technique known as furigana. This book will show you how to read

the furigana that appears in manga, newspapers, and other text.

If writing hiragana is not a priority for you, try the reading exercises. Being able to
read literature or manga on your own is a great motivator for advancing your Japanese

study. So whatever your immediate goals may be, let’s enjoy learning some hiragana!

Kiyomi Ogawa
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How to Use This Book

For chapters 2 and 3, practice writing the characters using the correct stroke order.

W B

Trace over the outlines in the middle row first, then try writing those %

same characters in the blank boxes below. Refer to the numbers and
arrows for guidance on stroke order and direction.
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Read and write these words that contain the
new characters you just learned.



Learn how to use specific hiragana terms in a sentence in chapter 4.

[Particles 2]

il | Place
2%

T I E DS, FT

T Verb

de
. »
ER T e FET,

masu.

Eki de ai

(We) will meet at the station.

This particle has several uses. It marks the place where an action occurs,
similar to at or in in English. T can also be used to mark the thing that is
used to perform an action or task, a usage which corresponds closely to
with or by.

{Person} @D [ Noun J

no

btL 124
Fh %)
watashi no hon my book
i ndH <%%
i3 D OBERIL O R
kare no okasan no kuruma his mother’s car

When used between a person and a noun, ® indicates possession.

[Person} f [Verb}/[NounJ f [Noun}

tHih AN &
RZE Y m@E  t BRI,
Tomodachi to eiga wo mimasu.
(') going to see a movie with my friend.
99 To—3nTuo— “Z;
r DVD % Eu\viFltfo
Hon to D V D wo kaimashita.

() bought a book and DVD.
When & connects a person and an action verb, it indicates the action is
done together with that person. But when & comes between two nouns, it
just means and.

4] [Time/DateJ I

Particles 2: T, IZ, & 05, &T

/[ Place ]l:[ Verb J

ni ni
7o
| B 1<
ichigatsu niinJanuary
&
2 B 1<
ichigatsu ni  at2o'dock
ﬂ"\') L) N
AR 12 7% Flto
Gakko ni iki mashita. (He) went to school.

|Z can connect a place with a verb to indicate a destination. It is also used
after dates and times.

[Date/Time/PIace/PersonJ ns I
kara
Bn 3¢ R = Piid
e ok F Lk, S5

Chugoku kara ki mashita. (I) come from China.
LU
KEEH A5

kayobi kara from Tuesday

#'5 is equivalent to the English from and is used in a wide variety of
situations.

Place/Date/Time | £T

made

nn*
bRV LET,
shimasu.
To the station, please.

ZE R
R T
Eki made onegai

BBXA L EyELD R
KR 76 Rwm F7C
Osaka Kkara Tokyo made from Osaka to Tokyo

%7 means until or to and is often used in combination with #'5 to express
a range of time or distance.

ading Exercise

known abroad.
Fish: Hey frog, let's play!

N

Fish: Okay, then, let's

&

Frog: | don't want to do ks Wt ogkE L
anything now. A /‘;’ > - |1
ot Lo
Al T«
=, T b
Fish: How about %1"[ i’: N
drawing? [ < 5
Frog: I really don’t want +p L o
to do anything. (‘j‘ %" T
< T
[ [

T2 RS W3

<

=

Poetry

See how well you do at reading this famous poem by Miyazawa Kenji
and the two haiku that follow it. These haiku in particular are well-

¥

N

1< {

5%

o
KN AA Y X
[

ofmE Sod
RECE oy
1 H
51
e

play “do nothing.”
— Miyazawa Kenji
and casting offdesire,
o Unyeing o therain, avldingangr aiways
unyielding o he wind andforever smilng soty
andtothe snow and heat ofsummer.  (omitted)
9lug-glug w

Harvest moon aldpond
et orme atrog eapsin
® rsthechid lost
~ Kobashitsa ~ Matso Basho

Then in chapter 5, try reading some real-world examples of hiragana.
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How to Use Hiragana

The Japanese language consists of three types of characters: hiragana, katakana,
and kaniji.

Katakana is primarily used for words borrowed from other languages, while kanji
is used to write names and parts of verbs and adjectives. Hiragana is used for
particles and some parts of verbs and adjectives; it also often appears directly
above difficult kanji characters as a pronunciation aid for children and foreigners,
a system known as furigana.

l l Furigana
bt L 12 3L LA

L. BRA T,
I |
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The History of Hiragana

The hiragana script evolved from Chinese characters transmitted to Japan long
ago. Although those characters were originally assigned to the different sounds
of the Japanese language, around AD 800 they were simplified into hiragana
characters which were used mostly by women.

Sometime later, the Iroha was invented to help people remember hiragana,
similar to the function of the ABC song in English. The poem was used for
many centuries, but around the turn of the twentieth century the 48 hiragana
characters learned by elementary school students were standardized and an
ordering system which began with &\ Z & gained in popularity.

Iroha

Iro ha nihoheto
Chirinuru wo

Wa ka yo tare so
Tsune naramu
Uwi no okuyama
Kefu koete

Asaki yume mishi
Wehi mo sesu

(modern translation)
Even the flowers and their brilliant colors
will one day fade away
And even we who inhabit this world
cannot stay the same forever.
Cryptic mountain roads hiding unseen dangers
we traverse them today
But that we can shield our minds from foolish dreams
and our bodies from intoxicating aspirations.

As you can see, the poem has quite a profound meaning.

Though there is no poem to go along with the modern ordering of #\L32 A & (also
known as gojaon), | think that the newer system is easier for foreigners studying
Japanese to remember since it starts with the vowel sounds. Let’s have a look at
the hiragana chart on the next page.
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Japanese Writing and Pronunciation

The hiragana syllabary contains 46 basic characters. Five of these represent vowels

(®, VN, 2, A, B) which are phonetically combined with consonants to form the
remaining characters. In addition, many characters can be modified using the accent
marks T3 or ™ toform slightly different sounds. Variants created by appending a

small %, w, or & also exist.

Basic syllables

YN A+ S AN )Yy

14




This syllable set is primarily used for words borrowed from other languages, but
they are also widely adopted into logos, slang speech, and other formats.

Basic syllables

NIN G

N

NEENNANERY

~
-

N O W AR SN N Y

7“ ge /7_ N T
- Ed- Vi
‘y“ de i_“ do I\“
7‘ be /{ bo ,‘1’:

(o o o)
7 HNE R

15







Chapter 2

Examples and Practice

Single Characters
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Trace over the outlines in the middle row first, then try writing those
same characters in the blank boxes below. Refer to the numbers and
arrows for guidance on stroke order and direction.

35}%'7 # TOW
2 o3 °I o o
HN9 2B
Q /4 lj
b‘%ﬁ? 4 TOW
%) © o 0 o
\Y v 1 o—
© o7 \L —
0— },ﬁ 92& 4 (e%
O& 9\\—




\ )

\

NG VIE

\ )

B

love
@
to say
Top
up

®

house

L&Dy

blue

ka

HVDSAH HELIFZ

ku

ki

(Xv

ki

ku

(3

ke

\ )

)

ko

ko

(1

()

e

to write

train station

tolisten/ to hear

pond

here

19
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Trace over the outlines in the middle row first, then try writing those
same characters in the blank boxes below. Refer to the numbers and
arrows for guidance on stroke order and direction.

9& (1) N () " 0 =2/
o”)( J °
o
(3]
F19
T:f‘.l‘ 7= TOW

=5 DL




Lotz 26D CL

ka

#

#@

sa ta ka i éi,:/'—F
X K&Q AR

umbrella high / expensive

0 ka shi chi ka te tsu

B2 L 579D

@ s

shacks / sweets subway

su i ka tsu i ta chi

ERREA S\ E

watermelon first
se ka i e sa te
&0 ',? T

\

440

O

world
u SO to ke 1

lie clock

21
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Trace over the outlines in the middle row first, then try writing those
same characters in the blank boxes below. Refer to the numbers and
arrows for guidance on stroke order and direction.

¥y

T ~row
) o o °
0
/éL N~ ~/
lat?%? i TOW

(1] (3]

[d

‘\&9
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.~

5

what

dog

Q
Q
<t

-

|

IXTHRD  (FOSANFE

be bad at

i

\ )

23



Trace over the outlines in the middle row first, then try writing those
same characters in the blank boxes below. Refer to the numbers and
arrows for guidance on stroke order and direction.

¥y

FT zrow

o e © o

00— (1) N 24 >
(2] (2] (3)

)
4= .
{ X> TOW
e [2)
Oy ¥ o

24




FHTHE PRORX

ma me ya ma

I o X F o

o° /\<\

peas / beans mountain

mi mi yu u me 1

~ 1
1B

AOA@- d):)y)\\

famous

mu ka shi yo mu

IUZ'?‘L;iJFE‘J

8

long time ago to read

/)d?')f:\\

cold

25



Trace over the outlines in the middle row first, then try writing those
same characters in the blank boxes below. Refer to the numbers and
arrows for guidance on stroke order and direction.

Fr
y—

BT »row

(1)
3 (1) (2] o (1] 1)
b ¢ °

¥r9

bT »row

26




wa

ra

Q=

11

su

J

ri

squirrel

ru

y

5

wa

e

ru

hi

1o

\ )

SUDND Dk

wa su re ru
SO olhe MV (USRI N
/
T <\~ 9 0
D Q
to laugh to forget
0
OL)‘ecT E \/Erb
T S
object marker
ho n
(o} .‘.TD
.70
get off book

[/

o
b g
Ny
(&

to break

spacious

27
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Trace over the outlines in the middle row first, then try writing those
same characters in the blank boxes below. Refer to the numbers and
arrows for guidance on stroke order and direction.

¥y

DB1T »row
e o o 6& 0)0@ o 0,02 Ogﬁ\
o Q W o=y
9\ 1) S o
o
0& &—
o
I1T ¥ row
o
%) e oy o eogé N




HECHT FUTE?

unfortunate /
hiragana shame

mouse

7
¢ -

| would love to

afternoon elephant

29
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Lesson

7

Trace over the outlines in the middle row first, then try writing those
same characters in the blank boxes below. Refer to the numbers and
arrows for guidance on stroke order and direction.

¥y

T #row
o | LoV W o N
7= 5
LN
lﬂ!ﬁf | row
o 5)
0 . oN 0&6391 o0& o D

a )N




da

Ic

ha

na

who

ji

i

ka

ba

[EBoCE

FUSINEF

shi i

ka
7? \

L\

ridiculous / silly

Iy .

u

Ei

~

3

bi
‘\
S 1 }
> é‘i<
nosebleed

ki

(X

,@ﬂ?

%

crescent
moon

ha

|3

do

chi

A\ Y

be

bu

ta

»v

D))

pig

ri

~N

y

convenient

shi

—

b2

v

which

(>

hat

31



Lesson 8

Trace over the outlines in the middle row first, then try writing those
same characters in the blank boxes below. Refer to the numbers and
arrows for guidance on stroke order and direction.

¥y

X 1T £ row
14 7R 28 A8
J{Cjt 3\)}‘ /\ l(

32




ka

\ )

shi

te

pu

ra

»0

D))

ka

pe

ki

(X

S

atoast / cheers

brand-new

D

tempura

a type of orange

=

(FOSIANIZE

33



Tricky Characters

These characters have similar shapes, so take extra care when using
them.

la@“ﬂre%@‘
B - A
-
Hlm\!m‘i\
Y o 3
BB
-6 ) N-5
HM%\H%@\
-5 -




[CTWANXE

Draw a line between each hiragana character and its romaji equivalent.

£ . mo A
V) e e a
& o * chi
b o - shi
% - -5
L - . nu
£ . .
). . me
P AR o i
. $ - . ra y
~

EE N o o ON e X
3
_

. S ge p

Answers can be found on the next page.
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Chapter 3

Examples and Practice

Combinations and
Symbol Characters

-
i

& W@HSDhUrEYS



When D is smaller than the characters next to it, it is silent (don’t
pronounce it). Instead, add a slight pause before saying the next
character.

%ki/)tsu«(te _’%’)TkiXtte

In romaiji, the presence of a small D is indicated by a double

consonant.
ki ppu ki tto
ﬁ O ﬁ Z
— ’) \ ) A - ’)

surely / certainly

0
kki .

o4 ! yo ppa ra i ® ’@//
)( & o - -
just now / a while ago , intoxicated

N e\ O
o N\
su kka ri o za sshi

ERERAN 5 L

completely%

magazine

38



Small o

i ppi ki i ppu n

J
<
(%

A Vs YA

one (small) animal

one minute

1) ppi ki 1o ppu n

%’) Zj\o% Gﬂ@ %’) \SC\’A/

R A
e A

six (small) animals -
six minutes

ha ppu n

15 ST A

eight minutes

(X

ta tte ku da‘ sa i o
fen TLKEX ffg
\

please stand up f:l—’

su wa tte ku da sa 1

ThH-> TL T g

please sit down

shi tte i ma su

J

| know

39



Unlike the small D, when a small >, ¥, or & follows a character it
changes the sound.

é’(ki)()ya_> %)(‘)kya

é}ki‘/pyu_> %kayu

é’(kicl:yo_’%ol:kyo

(o)

H X e <

kyu u o kyu Lok
cucumber express train
) Fx )HN

church @\
today
40




a
v
at
<
o
%
h
v
g
S
o
%r

gl )() ya > )(’ gya
gl KD yu > VJ) gyu
gl ot yo — > ot gyo

X » < Q\E@
“ 1/

. ey

gyu u ni ku gyu u gyu u

X 12K X ) Xwn )

beef crammed
ki n gyo gyo u re tsu
X A F e X )
goldfish

ueue/ line
A 41



As with X and X, a small character from the “Y” row alters the sound
of the preceding character.

L shi)ija_> L X> sha

L shiKDyu_> L vp shu

L shiJ: yo > L & sho

ka i sha i n sha shi n
v Le VWA Lie LL
iig
photograph
employee
shu ji‘ n shu i ji n
LWLL%WLVDI)LA/
Q =
husband ' =
prisoner

ru sho ku do u

L+ 57;‘\‘%1'% Lt < Y9

to introduce cafeteria
42



LpULLL UPU®U&K

girl (mostly used at school) @
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%5 and (C can also be modified by %, ¥, and «&.

t) chi %)ya_’ t) X> cha

7':) chi KD yu_> 7':) vp chu

t)chi J: yo_> t) L cho

\ )

Bt o S £

o

()=
’l Q

2
( =)

CEO/ president

condition

China




l:ni)@ya_’ l:)énya
(:miKDyu_> (:V))nyu

l:nicJ:yo_> l:otnyo

5B bhL (IIRICHITEK

gyu

(

7 Ul )V A

milk hospitalization

my wife (originally referred to female servants in
the Heian period)

45



Other characters which can be modified by the “Y” row are U* and

U\hi)f’ya—’ U)(‘)hya
U\hi‘/))yu—’ UVDhyu

U\hictyo_’zj\cl:hyo

hya ku

Oy <

one hundred

hyo ro hyo

46

ni hya ku
SO <
two hundred
g
[

2 used to describe long

and wavy shapes

used to describe tall
and skinny people



O»00& UPUWU&L

Ko X ya > U\)p bya

b KD yu — > U“rp byu

b i yo — % U\‘ot byo

sa n bya ku bya ya

XL {1 Ue L%

three hundred midnight sun

Lo ) U»n 7 ;‘;@/4/

Yy g

the sound of a hard wind

byo u i n
\ ]

Ly 9 = Lr ) WA

illness / sickness hospital .



---as well as U (rarely) and #.

Uopi )() ya — > Uo)é pya

Zj\opi KD yu — UOVJ) pyu

U\opi cl: yo — % U\OJ: pyo

six hundred eight hundred
pyu u pyu u
(¢ ~ o ~ /O/
O 72 Uw ) - s
[}
(i

the sound of a whistling wind
a a ki

AW E ) E =

Gi2

a type of sushi roll

WY

q

N\

48



U»UnpU& HPHOHL

Ami)@ya_’ Oé%mya

GéﬁmiKDyu_> Ggrbmyu

Oémicl: yo_’ Oéot myo

pulse

*see p.54
kya 11 / pa myu pa myu

X o =Tk w £k

name of a Japanese pop star

=
Ny
NS VIE

Co

strange / bizarre

49



Finally, the sound of }) can also be altered by a “Y” character.

‘) ri)@ya — ‘) X> rya

‘) riKDyu_' ‘)VDI’YU

‘)ricl:yo_' ‘)ir}’o

rya ku ko

c

rya ku n

bo
‘)a\’) <mmdsl"\oc — /) ‘)'\}) < (iA/
f
ﬁits:m Misdo
Donvt
abbreviation

strategy guide

ryu u ga ku se 1 ryu u

A AR AN N

dragon

exchangel/international student

ryo u ri

Dy 7Y

ryo ko u

~
9

()
DY

cuisine
trip
50




oL PoL+D

In addition, x/w/& can be combined with -, and the result is as you
would expect: the normal “Y-modified” sound followed by a slight
pause. The best way to practice this combination is by saying each
sound slowly and carefully to avoid smearing the sounds together.
And when writing any of these small characters by hand, make sure
that they are small enough to be distinguishable from their larger
versions—otherwise the result can be difficult to decipher.

f) ch T X> (ya) ¥ 7D (tsu) 7LC ta
— 7l:))(‘D’)7LCcha><tta

sha kku 11 shu pp tsu

L'\”')<‘) Llfbf)atio/)

hiccup ten minutes

cho tto ma tte

wait a minute

by any chance

51



When 9 follows another character, it extends that character’s vowel
sound—simply hold it for a slightly longer duration. In romaji, this is
typically denoted with a horizontal line over the vowel.

~

\)‘fu_l_/)u _»\)‘/)fﬁ

u

fii s ii

99 L

R Y

VO 7

married couple numbers

)

fu se n kyt

5 ) HA

(%
©

balloon vacation

gyu nyu

N}

X )1l )

milk

52



SA

father

ryo

park

ri

y

))

y

cooking / cuisine

ji

3

kyt

cleaning

ryo

(3

))

)x 9

Extended Vowels

hat / cap

ko

—_— ~
- )

population

shi

n

)

7 L

o

salary

parent
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Lesson 17

] ] o
Quotation marks

(13

ma tte ” to ka re wa 1 tta
M+ 7 |, YV SN +
N /) k J L.. / /r L/ ‘ CJ\ \ /:) /\ (@)

He said “wait.”

L&) B A k)}r
— kBN
This horizonal line is not traditionally used in hiragana, but in recent

times it has become popular in informal writing. It signifies an
extended vowel sound.

€ € €

~ ~ ~

AA A —

oh / wow
tta a ya tta

78
X5 f:éff;)—’)f)ﬁ f:—

yeah!/ great!

LA -
~ KY v a
Often used to indicate a range (such as times or dates). This wavy

line can also extend the vowel sound that precedes it, but it does so
less forcefully than the straight horizontal line.

to kyo kara 0 sa ka
~HEH I H
L)X r ) =
te - da < ; from Tokyo to Osaka
> can serve as a placeholder
N'Z<7‘.)<\\ N ; placenolder
NI NG o | (similar to a blank line in English)

54 please.




Punctuation T |

wa i 1 ku 70
j/) —\ \ ) < %_
. yeah!/:;w! . “ y Let’s go!
5 7LC — é’

yeah! / great!
ga n ba : 10
NN AL A —
we candoit!

ha 1 ha 1

(i—\\\: [T~ oo
Yes! Yeah...

Thank you~

~
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Punctuation . o

Lesson 18

In Japanese, ten is sometimes placed after the particle that
immediately follows the subject. In general, its role is the same as
the English comma: to indicate a slight pause. Maru marks the end of

a sentence.
ten maru
N @) :
comma period
kyo wa ha re de su

L. [ INTT

'
G
DY,

Today is sunny.

Ten also comes after conjunctions.

do sa mu 1 de su

N

re da
)

INAEH Y. X PO,

It’s sunny, but cold.
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Chapter 4

Main Types of
Hiragana Words

e i
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Greetings and other common set phrases are written in hiragana.

Note that the & found at the end of greeting phrases is pronounced
“wa” and not “ha.”

ko n ni chi wa

AT BT

Hello
%This & is pronounced “wa”
not “ha.”

ko n ba n wa
— >
AT AT

Good evening
0 ha yo go za i ma su

HlIL )T X\ F T

(

Good morning

N

H )

<
<
9/
(]
(X
gt
<

Thank you very much

yo 10 shi ku

e
Please treat me well



ta

da

ki

Greetings and Set Phrases

Su

(X

said before eating

g0 chi SO sa ma de shi ta
S %9 X F T LS
N— % 7 — ~
su mi ma se n

I'm sorry (formal)

gO me n na
s /v +
— i
ma ta

see you later

said after eating

goodbye
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[Particles 1] |, DS, &, N

] & [ Adjective/Noun/Verb |

wa
nZ §
T X b TH,
Neko wa kawaii desu. Cats are cute.
brL n
y N Zx%7,
Watashi wa kaki masu. | will write (something).

As a particle, & is pronounced “wa,” not “ha.” This I& marks the topic* of the
sentence.

2] 2) [ Adjective/Noun/Verb }

ga
nZ ) .
SO 0 b\,
Kono neko ga kawaii desu. This cat is cute.
br L n
F o FEEXET,
Watashi ga kaki masu. I'll write (it).

This particle is a subject* marker. It is used when the subject of the sentence
needs to be explicitly specified from among a number of possibilities.
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Particles 1: I&, BY, &, ~

B | Object | = [ Verb |

134 ‘J::}:
*  gAk I,
Hon o yomi masu. (I) read books.

% is pronounced the same as & but is only used as a particle to mark the
object of the sentence. £7 is a verb suffix and always appears in hiragana.
(Subjects are often omitted when they are mutually understood from the
context.)

EI{ Place } ~ { Verb }

€

w>29 v
R s =
FAR ~ T E,
Gakko e iki masu. (I'll) head toward the school.

As a particle, ~\ is pronounced “eh.” This /\ is roughly equivalent to the

English toward or to.
) @

7
*While an in-depth discussion of the differences between (% and A" is
beyond the scope of the book, don’t get discouraged if you struggle with

using them correctly. Mastering their usage requires a lot of exposure and
practice.
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[Particles2] T, IC, &, DS, FT

B Pace | T [ Verb |

de
X . /26\
ER T =\ i j— o
Eki de ai masu. (We) will meet at the station.

This particle has several uses. It marks the place where an action occurs,
similar to at or in in English. T can also be used to mark the thing that is
used to perform an action or task, a usage which corresponds closely to

with or by.
B o (Naun
no

=L IL
ZoN D ZiN

watashi no hon my book
7}N’L " H {5%
1% D BEIAL D B
kare no okasan no kuruma his mother’s car

When used between a person and a noun, @ indicates possession.

| (Feron) & (Var) (o) ¢

ry AN DY A
3 Lo omBE % ORI,
Tomodachi to eiga wo mi masu.
(I'm) going to see a movie with my friend.
124 To—3N\Tun— ‘;7:‘:
Z D \/ D if‘ E\‘ \ i L 7L: o
Hon to DVD wo kai mashita.
(I) bought a book and DVD.

When & connects a person and an action verb, it indicates the action is
done together with that person. But when & comes between two nouns, it
62 just means and.



Particles 2: T, IC, &, ', &£C

4] [Time/Date} I /[ Place ]l: [ Verb }

ni ni
Ahe)

| A 12

ichigatsu ni  inJanuary
C

2 B 12
ichigatsu ni  at2o’clock
-bi‘,) : :) )
e S = A O

Gakko ni iki mashita. (He) went to school.

IZ can connect a place with a verb to indicate a destination. It is also used
after dates and times.

5 {Datefl' ime/PIace/Person] 5

kara
By TK . %
i s kE LK,
Chiagoku kara ki mashita. (I) come from China.
» Ly v
KEEH  H 5
kayobi kara from Tuesday

H'5 is equivalent to the English from and is used in a wide variety of
situations.

6| [ PIace/Date/Time} FT

made
s . nh
ER T EBRVYLIT,
Eki made onegai shimasu.
To the station, please.
EEXp &9 k9
KRR 26 R R
Osaka kara Tokyo made from Osaka to Tokyo

% T means until or to and is often used in combination with »'5 to express
a range of time or distance.
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Most question words are written in hiragana, but 1] (%(Z) generally
appears as kanji. 72t can also be written in kanji (5§), although
hiragana is usually used for advertisements and other applications
that require a softer and more casual appearance.

do chi ra
W

do ko
N -y »
“ Z - / Z ‘E b where /which

Zx .
BRIZY 2 TH 5%

Eki wa do ko de su ka? Where is the station?
ChELHLTT D%,

Do chi ra ka ra de su ka? Which (place) are you from?

% Japanese doesn’t technically have a question mark, but recently
its use has become common in casual writing.

tsu

E \ \ 0 when

WO T A,

| tsu de su ka. When is it?
WOTEWWTT,

| tsu de mo i i de su. Anytime is fine.



Question Words

u shi te

+J~ A/ T / X. 7 L T why(casual)/w?hy(forma/)

AT L TED?

Na n de benkyo shi te ru no? Why are you study?
NAE LI

oL TmE LTA5D?

Do u shi te benkyd shi te ru no? Why are you study?

do u ya tte
AT ) »
!] 2: ‘) )<3") —Z. how

’(") Tfﬁ“ij—ﬁ‘

Do ya tte tsuka i ma su ka? How do you use (it)?

5 Z%( b\

DL L0t 9 h,

Do no ku ra i ka ka ri ma su ka? How long will it take?

B / 7"4 f\ who /who (formal)

<
NSRS ?
Da re ga ku ru? Who is coming? W/ [. |
it T D, @ °<m
Do na ta de su ka? Who is it? [ ‘% @Q\
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For the most part, connecting words in Japanese are used just as
they are in English. They are always written in hiragana.

66

to
A K B and (connecting nouns)

%w%tﬁu0%

otoko no ko to onna no ko boy and girl

AﬁB

z [/ 29 i‘;+
I — l: MR
ko ht ka ko cha coffee or tea
SO shi te

LT/ FND5

and (connecting sentences) / next; and then

BRENET. T LT[ 5] Bt O HET,
Sa td6 o i re masu. So shite/ So re ka ra shd yu mo i re ma su.

Add the sugar then the soy sauce also.

shi ka mo

L 2
what's more; not only

LA = W
Atze Lo, 274w£ww
% jin da. Shi ka mo, su ta i ru mo i i ,’jt%

Not only is she beautiful, she also has a good figure. @
U
O

da ke do shi ka shi

FHY /Ll /T

although; but (casual) / but (formal) / but (casual)




Connecting Words

VD EANA

OIS T, B E
A no hitohen da ke do, su  ki. That guy is weird, but I like him.

\.\oLi')H,{,&)\\
— & B Lld-o LA LITE]. ﬁﬁ’(ti 7<%
| ssho kenmeiga n ba tta. Shika shi / De mo, ma ke te shi ma tta.
| tried my best, but | failed.

da ka ra

Ehs /DT

because; so (casual) / because; so (formal)

Ho W
SRR/ AN I i /AR A

Ame da ka ra, i ka na i It's raining so | won't go.
[ /3 Lo
AL DT, T EHA
Byo ki na no de, i ke ma se n. I can’t go because I'm sick.
to ko () de SO u 1 @ ba
- ~ ~ ~ >
AT/ TI)\VWAIT
by the way / speaking of
. liﬁ L
Z\-%T\ — u%{’%‘j’)-fij—ﬁ\
To ko ro de, ko no hanashio shi tte ma su ka?
PR By the way, do you know this story?
A: B X Ll‘A\ VSV,
Ta nakasa n ni a i ta i ne lwanttomeetTanaka
nelF»2
B%?wzu %@A#@Lt%7?¢i
u i e ba, a no hito ke kkon shi ta so0 de su yo.

Speaking of him, | heard he got married.

% *L l - L Z t in any case; even so

TN A

TnIc LTy, REK,
So re ni shi te mo, tai hen da. In any case, it will be very difficult.
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Adverbs are another category of words that is always written in
hiragana. And just as in English, they are used to modify verbs,
adjectives, and other adverbs.

su g0 ku

to te mo
¢ -
“ | - very (formal) / very (casual)

G T (W e BN

To te mo ki re i de su. (It) is very beautiful.
TIABW LV,
Su go ku o i shi i (It) is very delicious.

Yo

ku a ma ri
E i < / % i ) often, well / not really, not so much

FeTxF LA ;ii&
Yo ku de ki ma shi tal Well done! @ )
{

HEVFT Lo TH,

A ma ri su ki ja na i de su. I don't like (that) so much.
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Adverbs

ta ma ni i tsu  mo
E f: i ‘\ / \ \ : t rarely / always

U oA W

7o E ISR A EEICAT <o

Ta ma ni bi jutsu kan ni i ku. I rarely go to art museums.
WL E T,
| tsu mo hi ma de su. I'm always free.

yu kku i no n bi ri

W
EI w ’) < ‘) / 0) A} U ‘) slowly / leisurely
?@U; 17
Bld - L YEEd,
Kanojo wa yu kku ri hana su. She speaks slowly.
L J¢

DAVY)EFEL T,
No n bi ri shi gotoshi te ru. I'm working leisurely.
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70

Ideophones modify verbs and adverbs, providing vivid descriptions
related to color, texture, and many other attributes. The most well-
known of these are onomatopoeia words, which represent sounds.
While the English language also contains some ideophones (a dog
says woof-woof, for example), they pale in comparison to the many
thousands that exist in Japanese.

These words are nearly written in kana (either hiragana or
katakana, depending on the stylistic goal of text).

_Llol ..

IS EAL Ao
BAOEIX, ULULLET,
Ni hon no natsu wa, mu shi mu shi shi ma su. Japanese summers are humid.

£ A

S DN ﬁ%
Fu wa fu wa no pa n ga su k|. I like fluffy bread.
&
bu‘ ra bu ra

SR ) SO Y
[ \)‘ ‘9 W) ‘O ]strolling
) ) b5
Ha]—gd“‘d“‘:)z"\\f:o

Machio bu ra bu ra to aru i ta. | strolled around town.

wa fu wa
[ \) #O » b ]ﬂuffy/ﬂoating @

gi 1 gi 1
- ‘) & ‘} justin time; at the last moment ﬁ @

N~ T

LK A X w &
KROBM | ) 1E |
Yaku soku no ji kan gi ri gi ni tsu i

/ arrlvedjust in time for my appointment.

[ ba ku ba ku

‘ f < ‘ i“ < ] eating sound
BULCT RN B S |

i shi ku te, ba ku ba ku ta be cha u!
Itis so good, I'm gobbling it right up!




ldeophones

go_ ku go_  ku
- -
[ N < — < ]drinkingsound
Hn f;i 5 X . . GL .
B AN IINT % T TLERAT S,
Aka cha n ga miru ku o go ku go kuno n de ru.
The baby is gulping down his milk.
kyo ro kyo )
[ % J: % % J: % ]/ookaround

?i%?l%LT\35Lk®?§£

Kyo ro kyo ro shi te, do u shi ta no? Whyareyoulooking around?

[ do ta ba ta

Z“ f: ‘ f f: ] noisily; make noise
i L

Do ta ba ta shi na i de! Don't stomp around.
SO ro SO ro
% % % % steadily approaching (in terms of time)
Lo
TAHATARALL T,
So ro so ro shitsurei shi ma su. It's about time to leave.

pe ra pe ra
o > o
N b N ‘O speak fluently

IS I T

BARZBIRLN L T4
Ni hon go ga pe ra pe ra de su ne! Your Japanese is very fluent!
no ro no ro
[ d) % d) % ]slowly;sluggishly
nd »5
BHOIDALD LTS,
Kamega no ro no ro aru i te i ru. The turtle is walking slowly. s
pe cha ku cha
O S » to chit-chat, jally i :
[ RE» By sl ﬁ
. . 1 l
BIIIALErNE»{bvsEl T5,
O ba sa n ta chi ga pe cha ku cha hanashi te ru.

Those ladies are chatting excitedly. 4,






Chapter 5

Reading Exercises and

the Vertical Style




Reading Exercise

Furigana
l l (for pronunciation)

T T

- L I 1A CA

I BRA T3

l l These are kanji characters.

Read the following sentences.

» L 1

1 %Bﬁ@?#

x D H

2 E‘FE—I(;tE' T L7,

b

L
3 %uiﬁff

Romaiji / English translation

1 Ashita wa ame desu. / It will rain tomorrow.
2 Kind wa hare deshita. / Yesterday was sunny.
3 Watashi wa genki desu. / I'm feeling fine.
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Adding Kaniji

wo¥ )

B LRITRIL D5,
¥

'ﬁ} % t x> 7:1:\' \T“j'o

Sakura wa kirei desu ne. / Cherry blossoms are beautiful.

Fujisan wa takai desu ka? / Is Mt. Fuji tall?

Boku wa daigakusei desu. / I'm a college student.

Kanojo wa kawaii kedo, kowai desu. / My girlfriend is cute but scary.

Nattd wa nebaneba dakara, suki janai desu / I don't like natto because it’s gooey.
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Reading Exercise

Read the following sentences.

1 BEXAERNEL

2 H 'tk Lt

Romaiji / English translation

1 Yakiniku o tabe mashita. /I ate some yakiniku. (Japanese B.B.Q)
Gyunyu o nomimashita. / I drank some milk.

Hon o yomi masu ka? / Do you read books?

Eiga o miru tsumori desu. / I'm going to see a movie.

i A W N

Nichiydbi no asa, umi e iki mashita. / Sunday morning, | went to the sea.
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Adding Kaniji

(3w

6 ﬁﬁfg’\)\’)’(<f\f_‘\ ‘

pr-L ¥ =

7 %A(i?ﬁ :E/J(\\iﬂ“

*J:’) Y 375

8 i(ﬁili R AT B T ET

Heya e haitte kudasai. / Please come in my room.

Watashi wa Tokyo ni sunde imasu. / I live in Tokyo.

Ane wa Kyoto de hataraite imasu. / My elder sister works in Kyoto.
Kawaii onnanoko o mita. / | saw a cute girl.

10 Issho ni ongaku o kikou. / Let’s listen to music together.

11 Gakko de nihongo o benkyd shite imasu. / I'm studying Japanese at school.
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Reading Exercise

Katakana is used for Western words and so it often uses the horizontal line.
This line denotes an extended vowel sound. (See p. 54)

T 9 li H
Z_ — /N —
st pa

super

Read the following sentences.

= < ‘L N D
1 77‘/—“:%’)7":0

A %

R VR S SNSRI CER

Romaiji / English translation
1 Takushi ni notta. /| took a taxi.

2 Kéki to kohi wa ikaga desu ka? / Would you like some cake and coffee?
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Adding Katakana

S B B K

Z? /2:77r — 7 {13\,

o

(G R & G

ININ—F]— 7? @/\7‘\\ \

- ¥ B 5

BRXAY FvoF R Lt

WeEx?
(\—\e\'e goes‘.)

Span to foku o kudasai. / A spoon and fork, please.

3

4 Hanbaga ga tabetai. / | want to eat a hamburger.

5 Otodsan to kyatchi boru o shita. / I played catch with my dad.
6

Indo ni itte, zd ni notta. / | went to India and rode an elephant.
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Reading Exercise

80

Read the following sentences.

I % W L Tw

HLe L/ —IC ?< TEo
=D
5k~ Db, 55

TALEL)

)

. L:“E "6’1‘ X ¥ 9 .
B vaz&-‘éaﬁ%«m é\Btiz e

WBIKELw) I 2 D

')is
LT EVTR T — 74
£LLI ]

Romaiji / English translation

A Kyd wa kinyobi. Shigoto no ato, kare to oshare na ba ni iku yotei. Tanoshimi.
Waku waku. Zangy6 ga nai to ii na.
Today is Friday. I'm going to a fancy bar with my boyfriend after work. Exciting! |
hope I won’t have to work overtime.

B Yatto shigoto ga yasumi! Kyo wa doko ni mo ikanaide uchi de ichinichija gému
o shiyo.
Finally I got a day off. I'll stay home and play video games all day!



Longer Passages

FWwhHTs< L VN TA T

C %&éﬁéﬂ#kii‘r’( ﬁ:@*‘k%ﬁﬂ
T\ 5, \\’)%,O):J——Zfﬁﬁ/)\\

BAY Z
\\ﬁ@%kg Vo E’FE] F:Bt;tctﬁ

»OL &

XWvF Zﬂiéf?ﬁ“?ﬂﬁo
LHT=nrte YU XL

—

C Maiasa rokuji ni okite, inu no sanpo o shiteiru. ltsumo no kosu de kawaii
onnanoko ni au. Kinou, “ohayo gozaimasu” to kanojo ga itta. Hajimete datta.
Dokidoki shita.

| wake up at six every morning and walk my dog. On my usual route, | always run
into this cute girl. Yesterday she said “Good morning” to me for the first time. | was

nervous.
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Reading Exercise

Traditional Japanese is written vertically from right to left. This style is
almost always used for calligraphy, literature, newspapers, and formal
letters (though not business correspondence). Due to their nature,
Web sites display Japanese text in the same directions as English.

3 2 1
ol ¥ oo
me ( j’ ke ’) u

/%

N

QXS S S

Z de i ma \ \ i ga
K to L/ shi 7L‘— ta to
~

/) u 2 te L/ shi u
-

— g0 i ma

za L/ shi

\—
\ \ 1 i te

<} ¢

oy \C//

English translation

1 thankyou 2 you're welcome 3 Happy New Year
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Vertical Writing Style

\ Vi

e

\ )
Al

\ Vi

\ Vi

\ Vi

{e

(3

\ Vi

4 Justa moment.

3  Welcome!

2 hospital

is salty.

Soy sauce
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Reading Exercise

Let’s see how well you can read the following excerpt from a fairy
tale.

M

_Iﬁ\ L
A
"
ﬁj k.
{

B

T

/)

37 o
TN x T

il 5 o (St
=

~
SNk St
SOOI NS oSSty

<l
o1 (T HE
HE T

Romaiji / English translation

Mukashi mukashi, aru tokoro ni, ojisan to obasan ga imashita. Obasan wa
iimashita. “Kawa ni sentaku ni itte kimasu.”

Long ago, there lived an old man and woman. One day, the old woman said, “I'm
going to the river to do laundry.”
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Stories and Correspondence

Here is a simple thank-you letter written in polite form.

oy \ :
J, I IS X i
Tr Iz /= \ 5
= X
\ D F
° L
2 Ch
o

(S
l/\,%

Pt
rd

RSN LD S RENN
AN o at
QDX S oSS o

A~

Senjitsu wa, okashi o arigatdo gozaimashita. Kazoku de oishiku itadaki mashita.
Mata kochira ni kitara, zehi o-yori kudasai.

Thank you for the snacks the other day. The whole family enjoyed eating them very
much. Next time you are in the neighborhood, be sure to stop by and see us.
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Reading Exercise

See how well you do at reading this famous poem by Miyazawa Kenji
and the two haiku that follow it. These haiku in particular are well-

known abroad.
17 #k: U FL AL WL
2 b G S T i e
L & 7 & & &
T {5 HLEe A
p

N

(
< )

. D F T
- s B2+ &
i : ¥ X

=

r ﬁ’
S
AVl

o
3
¥

— Miyazawa Kenji
and casting off desire,

Unyielding to the rain, avoiding anger always
unyielding to the wind and forever smiling softly.
and to the snow and heat of summer. (omitted)

Maintaining a healthy body I want to be such a person.
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Poetry

&7 K% ii%; G
Sho

Hg @ :Z J‘H
% =R €

harvest moon old pond
“fetch it for me” afrog leaps in
splash!

cries the child
— Matsuo Basho

87

— Kobayashi Issa



Reading Exercise

88

Manga is written vertically (although the frames themselves are
actually ordered from right to left successively on a given page).
Here is a short manga known as a yon-koma manga or “four-frame
manga.”

I am an alien.

huh




Manga

Fish: Hey frog, let’s play!
Frog: I don’t want to do
anything now.

Fish: How about
drawing?

Frog: I really don’t want
to do anything.

Fish: Okay, then, let’s
play “do nothing.”

glug-glug
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